
ASF STYLES



THE BASICS
What is an ASF?

An ASF stands for Alternative Story Form and is a

way to tell a story untraditionally or without much

text.

When do we use ASFs?

We use ASFs when we want to display

information uniquely or without a traditional story.

This allows the story to be more appealing to

readers because they tell the story in a more

approachable way.
ASF



HOW WILL WE DO
ASFS THIS YEAR?

In the past, Page 13 Life always had an ASF, and it was rare
that we would feature one in another section.
Through promising to pursue a more elevated version of our
publication this year in our vision statement, we hope to bring
one ASF to each section.
To encourage more individuals to read our paper, more ASFs
would be a perfect way to appeal to those who might not
want to read a full story. 
ASFs can also look more visually appealing on a page and can
allow for more creativity and experimentation with our editors
and writers. PAGE 13



DIFFERENT
TYPES OF
ASFS

There are many different ways to tell
a story other than traditional story
writing. This could include, but is not
limited to timelines, maps, Q & A, poll,
annotated photo, by the numbers,
key players, how to and instant
expert. ASFs are typically art heavy
pages and can require illustrations,
graphs and photos. 

TIMELINE MAP Q & A

BY THE
NUMBERS
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TIMELINES
Timelines highlight specific dates and
their significance. Allows the reader to
understand what leads up to a certain
event or informs them about related
events.

Includes
photos
descriptions
graphics
dates
headline



MAPS
Maps help display significant areas related
to a certain topic. They help showcase
where places or events are located in
proximity to each other. 

Includes
photos
description
key
graphics
map
headline



Q & A
A Q & A helps display
information from a
notable source quickly
and candidly. They can
provide readers with a
better understanding
of specific topics and
can help answer some
of the questions they
may have about a
topic or person.

Includes
photos
portrait/ mug
questions
answers
graphics
name
headline



POLL
Polls help display information in
a graph form. They allow
readers to see how the school
population feels about a certain
topic.

Includes
photos
description
key
graphics
graph
percentage
headline



ANNOTATED
PHOTO
An Annotated Photo helps
describe the significance of the
photo or explains certain features
of the image. They allow readers
to understand each detail of the
photo by directly highlighting
them.

Includes
photo(s)
annotation 
headline



BY THE NUMBERS By the numbers helps emphasize
the numbers included in facts
about a related topic. 

Includes
photos
descriptions
or facts
numbers
headline



KEY PLAYERS
Key Players is a collection of short profiles or a
Q & A with different individuals all connected
to a related topic. This allows readers to gain
insight into the different individuals that might
appeal to them.

Includes
portrait or mug
descriptions, mini
profile or question
responses
names
headline



HOW TO
A How To should explain how to
do something using quick steps
and descriptions that are easy for
the reader to understand. 

Includes
photos or graphics
steps
numbers
headline



INSTANT EXPERT
Instant Expert allows the reader to gain a
stronger understanding of a challenging or
complex topic using fewer words than a full
length story. It can be separated into sections
or present the information together.

Includes
photos
descriptions
or facts
headline
context



ASFS IN EACH SECTION

NEWS
BY THE NUMBERS

REVIEWS
POLL

ON CAMPUS
Q & A

REVIEWS
ANNOTATED PHOTO



ASFS IN EACH SECTION

LIFE
MAP

ON POINTE
TIMELINE

LIFE
HOW TO

FEATURE
KEY PLAYERS



MINI 
LESSON

13

With your group,
read the story
pitch for your
section.

As a group
decide what
type of ASF(s)
would best tell
the story.

Then, on Canva,
design what the
page will look like. 
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